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[Tebja ne soblaznit' ni plat'jami, ni
sned'ju.,.

Zoeziij mazykant igroet no trube.
ito mir aes' rjailom s nim, s ego

gorjaiej med'ju?l
.,.Sutl'bg, eud'by, suil'be, suil'bo:itt,

o sud'be.
Bulat Okudiava, "ZoezZij muzykanP,
'[One cannot seduce you with fancy

dresses or food...
The visiting musician is playing his

trumpet.
What's the whole world next to

him, to his hot copper?l
...Destiny, of destiny, to destiny, by

destiny, about destiny'.
Bulat OkudZava, modern Russian

poet and song-writer:
A Visiting Musician.

This paper attempts to bring a bit more order into the
discussion of GRAMMATICAL CASE, more precisely, to sharpen
the notion of case itself.l I will not consider new facts, propose new
theories or analyses, or put forth new hypotheses. I will only try to
develop a rigorous definition of this protean entity which is case; I
will be speaking exclusively of the term and of how it should be
used. Therefore, what follows is a contribution to the LANGUAGE
OF LINGUISTICS (rather than to the description of a particular
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TOWARD A DEFINITION OF CASE

1. Utteronce : an autonomous part of discourse, i.e., a
linguistic, sign or a complex of signs (: a meaningful text) which
can appear between two absolute pauses (".g., sentence, clause,
phrase, wordform). Notation: U (from ulteronce\.

2. Ler : an elementary autonomous linguistic, sign, i.e., a
minimal utterance not consisting of other utterances (roughly, a
wordform). Notation: ur (from wori$orm). Note that this is an
oversimplification: actually, a lex can consist of several simpler
lexes (- wordforms), as in so-called analytical forms: hos been
seen, for instance, is one lex (consisting of three lexes) of the
lexeme SEE. The complete definition of lex, however, is too
complicated to be considered here.

3. Lcrcme: the set of all lexes that can be described by one
dictionary entry (- a word in one of its senserr; all the lexes of a
lexeme have an identical lexicographic definition and an identical
lexical co-occurrence). Notation: L; w(L) :,a lex of the lexeme L'.

4. To efipre*B, or X efipressec ,Y, 
-- the signatum of the

linguistic, sign X contains the signatum ,Y' or the part ,y' of a
signatum. Notation: d'c') : 'the lex pwordformJ u that
expresses the signatum 'c' (or '...the part .c' of a signatum')'.4

It is important to note that a linguistic, signatum is not
necessarily a genuine meaning: it can be a syntactic dependency, or
a piece of information about the syntactic valence of a unit, or else
a command to change, in a specified w&y, the combinatorial
properties of a unit. of course, all such signata are related, in the
final analysis, to meaning, so that in this sense they are
meaningful. However, they are not parts of a semantic
representation and they a,ffect the latter only indirectly.

5. Categor! : a ma><imal set of mutually exclusive signata (or
parts of signata). For instance, the meanings ,solid,, ,liquid,,

'gas-like'r...-taken all together-form a category; another example
is the category of tense: spresent', ,pastr, ,future'. (The modifier
masirnal ensures that a category actually embraces ALL the signata
it can embrace. From our formulation it follows that a category
has no fewer than TWO elements: one element cannot be
'mutually exclusive'.)

6. Inflectional cotegory (oI a. cloee K ol leaemes)6 : a
category {'sr', 's2', ..., tr,r'l n > 2} such that the following two
conditions are met simultaneously:

39
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TOWARD A DETINITION OF CASE 4I

instance, such a category. Therefore, I have not introduced the
above requirement into the definition of inflectional category.

7. Grornmeme: an element of an inflectional category (i.e.,

an inflectional signatum or part thereof).
E. Nominol : z member of the distributional class of lexemes

which includes proper names. In other words, nominals are proper

names plus all other lexemes which are similar to proper names

with respect to their syntactic (and possibly morphological)
behavior. These other lexemes include common names and
pronouns as well as several deverbal formations (gerunds, masdars,

etc.).
9. Possiue surfoce-syntoctic [:SSgnt-] role (of a linguisticl

unit) - being the dependent of a particular SSynt-relation or the
top node of a particular SSynt-construction which represents an

autonomous (: iudependent) utterance. (The second part of this
formulation is explained below, in item 4 of Section 5.) For
instance, one of the passive SSynt-roles of the English infinitive
without to is ncomplement of a modal verb' (must +go, ehould -
prepore, ...).

L0. Possiue eurfoce-syntoctic uolence (of a linguisticl unit) :
union of all passive SSynt-roles possible for this unit. Notation:

vAL;*'0q).

lL. Surfoce-syntactic gooetnr (of a lex q in utterance U) :
lex W such that ur is dependent on h via a particular
SSynt-relation. Notation:

Git-'fu4; GtsY" (y) : b = b- u1 (in u).

12. Major eurface-syntoctic relotion = z SSynt-relation
between the main verb and a nominal depending on it ast an

actant, i.e., corresponding to one of its semantic variables. Major
SSynt-relations are predicative (for the grammatical subject),
objective (for direct and indirect objects), and complementive (for
predicative complements). What is at issue here is a very
important distinction between (strongly governed) ACTANTS and

freely added CIRCUMSTANTIALS (the latter being-very
roughlyl-adverbials; cf. Vater 1978).

I think that the main verb with its nominal actants is the
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TOWARD A DEFINITION OF CASE 43

b) for any p,, there is a nominal lex u expressing 'ci'
and an utterance in which u plays the SSynt-role pt;

- ML is a (possibly empty) proper subset {o1} of the set of
all piedicate semantemes of the language in queetion, such

that:
a) for any nominal lex ur which expresstes 'ci', if in an

utterance the lex w itself or its relation to its
SSynt-governor is characterized by semanteme o, then
o belongs to Iv[;
b) for any q, there is a nominal lex u expressing 'ci'
and an utterance in which u itself or its relation to its
SSynt-governor is characterized by o1.

(ii) It contains no fewer than two grammemes 'c,' and 'c1',

such that for both sets M'1 and Mi each set includes at least

one major SSynt-relation which the other set does not
include.
Since verbal formulation proves so cumbersome, symbolic

notation may be helpful. Let there be:

ur(tcit)

vALiU't0u)

R.

sEM(C)
u(rq)

Gtt"'oq)

Pv(E

- a lex (of language 4) expressing the gram-
meme tcit

- passive surface-syntactic valence of a lex

u [:union of all passive SSynt-roles pi

it can filll
- a major passive SSynt-role

vAL;H't (S) - the set of all the passive SSynt-roles of

nominals in language X

- the set of all predicate semantemes of 
^C

- the utterance containing a lex w

- the surface-syntactic governor of ur in an

utterance U
- the passive surface-syntactic role played

by a lex u in an utterance U
o(a)lo(wy W) - the semanteme o charactenza a4lthe

semantic relation between u1 ar,d g,
Then, coae 7 is such a category C of nominals that both (i)

and (ii) hold:
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(poet', 

-nek : dative suffrx, bar6,t ,ftieadr, -ja: suffix of belonging
to the 3rd person singular].

- The so-called (state' of nouns in Semitic languages: a
noun that governs a noun must be in the construct state, as
opposed to the absolute stateg thus in Modern Hebrew: sfarlrn
'books' but eilrei lim&d 'books-of learning, : ,manuals,l aCder
'room' btt radar 6sel 'room-of food' - ,dining room,l ddoar ,word'
but ihar ha-nadts. 'word-of the-prophetr; zahen ,master, boss' but
zkon ha-bajlt'master-of the-house'; etc.

3. The requirement that M', should be a PROPER subset of
the set of all passive ssynt-roles of nominals ensures that a case Z

cannot mark ALL passive SSynt-roles which a nominal can play in
the language considered. A case 2 marking all possible ssynt-roles
of a nominal is a contradictio in ailjecto: if a marker accompanies
a nominal in all roles which the latter plays, such a marker is
independent of ssynt-role and consequently is not a case marker.
on the other hand, a case 2 marking no syntactic role of nominals
at all. is equally a contradictio in adjecto: hence the requirement
for M', to be non-empty. Note that such a requirement is absent
with respect to Mi: Mz b allowed to be empty; this is so because
a case 2 can express no meaning.

4. A case 2 can also mark the SSynt-role of a nominal in
constructions where this nominal is the top governor and does not
depend on anything else: Russ. XIeD o i zreliiil [both nouns are in
the genitivel : Lat. Panem et circensesl [both nouns are in the
accusativel '[We require] bread and showsl'; Russ. Altoprobegotn -
po bezdoro|'ju i razgil'tljojehrul, lit. ,[Let us strike] with an auto
rally on lack of roads and slipshodnessl'; Russ. Arietokratou na
tonor'! (Aristocrats 

[in the accusative] on the street-lampt'; etc. In
order to cover all such case occurrences as well, we have to extend
the notion of passive ssynt-role to include the ability of the unit
in question to be the ssynt-top of a particular construction. That
is exactly what we have done above, item g of Section 2.

5. The actual passive SSynt-valence of a case form, i.e., of a
declined nominal lex, depends not only on the case 2 it expresses
but also on the semantic and syntactic properties of the stem of
this lex-which can reduce the passive SSynt-potential the czule 2
imparts to all nominal lexes in this language. For instance, in
Russian the accusative marks, along with direct objects, the
circumstantial of duration-but only with a specified subset of
nouns (names of time intervals; names of events including the

semantic cornj
nabljudal.., 'T:
on nobljudal...
? Vse sobronn
[the correct *';
why I reqube
or included il

6. Subite:
(i) of our i
respectivell-.
which a ]ex e,
into M, of tii
inMrofagn
this case 2) i-n

semanteme rh
of this Iex Ir
be included in,

semanteme ia
(expressing :hfo

in some utteral
7. Condi'r

forms which ar
such. Suppcr.r
direct address r

the noun: at r

caselike form-.
satisfies Cond:ir
would be forcet
2. The result q
zero, form) s;
the common :,a

except for ,Ci
category canDr,rtr

Therefore, br-

automaticalll- i
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Thus the
category of c.ar

decision,-n hirJ
form alone shc,l
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semantic component,duration,l
nabljudol... ,The whole week he
on nabljudoL.. ,During the who
'.VsE sobranie [Acc] on noblju
[the correct way to say this L
why I require that the passive
or included in Mi

6' subitemrt'o..nd D in Requirements 2) and 4) of condition(i) of our definitio
respectively. More
which a lex expressin
into M, of this case
in M, of a given case
this case 2) in some utterances.
semanteme which a lex expressin
of this lex to its SSynt_governor
be included into M2 of this case 2; inversery, 46 requires that anysemanteme i, M, of a given c*se 2 should characterize some rexes(expressing this case 2) or their rerations to their ssynt-governorsin some utterances.

7. condition (ii) provides for the correct treatment of caselikeforms which are in fact not ca.ses 2 and shourd not be admitted as
a vocative form, obligatory for
istinct from the ,basic, form of

language has no other nominal
me ,vocative' [: ,direct address,]

wourd be forced to.crassifv ,o* i,tl'""i# #.'*t'#i:i*irg).#
2. The result would be that the other
zero, form) would-By DEFAULT_
the common case 2 (or the nominative
except for direct address. (This is so because an inflectionarcategory cannot contain fewer than two elements-cf. above, p. Bg.Therefore, by postulating one case 2 in a language, weautomatically create a second ca.se z which has to embrace ail thenominal forms not covered by the first case 2.)

Thus the language under consideration wourd receive thecategory of case 1, with ail the theoretical imprications of thisdecision,-which obviously contradicts our intuition. A vocativeform alone should not be allowed to force us into 
"a-ittirg case l
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in the absence of other valid reasons. This effect is achieved by
Condition (ii). What this condition does in fact is to require that
any case system includes at least two different genuine,

unquestionable cases 2 which encode different MAJOR
SSynt-dependencies, such as 'grammatical subject' vs. 'grammatical
object'. If a case system is well established by obvious cases 2,

then even a 'dubious' case 2 is readily accomodated within this
system. Consequently, for example, in Modern Greek the vocative
is a case 2 because there are other unquestionable cases 2z

nominative, accusative, genitive. However, dubious forms alone do

not create a case system. Thus, for instance, the so-called Socon

Genitive of Modern English is rejected as a case 2 by our
definition: there are, as a result, no cases 2 (and no case 1) in the
English noun (but the pronominal subsystem of English has case 1,

which is a different matter); cf. Section 6.7

Let it be empha.sized that Condition , (ii) amounts to
forbidding that a language has only concrete (: adverbial) cases 2
and no abstract (: grammatical) ca{tes 2; about the latter
distinction see below, Section 9. As stated above, I try to model
the general concept of case I after such languages as Latin or
Russian, where the case system is strongly anchored in abstract
cases 2. (For a different viewpoint cf. Lehmann 19E3:366-67.)

Note that cas,e 2 cannot be defined prior to case 1 (I owe

this suggestion to Ju. Sixanovid). The description of a case

grammeme (: of a case 2) is necessary but not suffrcient as a
condition imposed on the notion of case: the case category as such

has a property (expressed by Condition (ii), i.e., 'contains no fewer
than two grammemes, such that...") which logically cannot be

ascribed to an individual case 2.

6.
English nSa>con Genitive.'

The problem of the nSa><on Genitive Case' in English (the

boy's book, my chililren'e room) has a long and respectable history,
which I will summarize very briefly and rather superficially. The
most current view has it that the noun in Modern English features
a two-case system: the marked genitive case 2 in -s and the
unmarked common case.8 This point of view is stated as a matter
of fact in the classical work by Otto Jespersen (1924, 1927, 1933)

and accepted with no discussion in one of the best contemporary
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English grammars (Quirk et ol. 1972:192); cf. also Barxudarov
1975:84-86. However, this view is by no means impregnable: there
are also many scholars who deny the English -s-form the status of
case 2, cf., e.g., Vachek 1961:24-31, Ilyish 1965:45, Poldauf 1970,

Ilansen 1970 (with further referencm), Chomsky 1975: 281, and

Zwicky 1975. I side with the latter and think that the Sa>con

Genitive is not a case 2 and, therefore, there is no category of case

1 in the English noun at all. Our definition as it stands rejects the

-s-form of the English noun as a case 2. (Formally, this is ensured

by Condition (ii), since the -a-form cannot play any major
SSynt-role.) The question now is whether this is the right thing
to do. To be sure that our definition is good, we must, in
particular, be sure that the Sa><on Genitive really does not deserve

the status of case 2. To achieve this, I will adduce the following
six arguments which show that the Saron Genitive does not behave

as elements of other inflectional categories of Modern English do;

therefore, it is not a grammeme-and, consequently, not a care 2.

(These arguments are essentially borrowed from Vachek, Hansen

and Zwicky, op. cit.)
1. All of the few English inflectional grammemes characlerize

a given lexeme, never a phrase:

(1) an my relativeg and acquaintances d +all my relative
and acquaintancegl
my sisterg-in-law - *my sister-in-Iawg;
three passer€-by - *three passer-bies;
younggl and stronggl - +young and strongerl
He shaved and washed - *IIe shave and washed; etc.

That is, the so-called group inflection never occurs in English. But
the Sa>con Genitive systematically marks phrases rather than
lexemes:

(2) John and Mary's parents,
my sister-in-law's house,
the unfortunate passer-by! body,
the king of England! throne, etc.

In this reopect, the Sarcon Genitive is quite like Englieh derivational
elements, several of which can be easily joined to (lexicdized)
phrases:

he

Y'
he

'e8

he

,er

r3)

ry
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is impossible elsewhere in Russian);
- and an adnumerative, used with numerals, as in dua iagd

'two steps' etc. (cf. below, p. 61).
If, for some reaton (irrelevant here), one does not want to

admit the 'extra' cases 2 in Russian, the only choice left is to
introduce new declensional categories of the [ouD;-such as

'partitivity', for instance, so that peska 'of-sand' and (nemnogo)
pesku '(a little) sand' should be described as PESOK rs, sen, non-pErr

and PESOK.', Beo, part, respectively. One cannot, however, talk
about tariants of a case 2' or about "case allomorphs that differ
semantically' (as is sometimes done): these expressions are logically
absurd.12

E.

Do Cases 2 Have Meanings?

The answer to this question, which has concerned linguists for
a long time, seems trivial; it is parallel to the answer given in a

Soviet joke by the famous Radio Erevan to the question of a naive
listener as to whether there will be money under communism:

ta.] - Butlut li d,en'gi pri kornmunizme?

tA.] - U kogo bud,ut, a u kogo net!
('Some people will have it, and some not'.)

There are cases 2 (in some languages) which never have meaning:
such is, e.g.o the Russian nominative or the Russian prepositional.
There are cases 2 (in some languages) which always have meaning:
such, it seems, is true of the Finnish partitive. Finally, there are
also cases 2 which in some contexts have meaning and in other
contexts do not: such as, e.g., the Russian partitive which conveys
the meaning 'some' [= 'an indefinite amount of] with the direct
object of several verbs (Prineei saaar! 'Bring the sugar!' vs. Prinesi
sacaru! 'Bring some sugar!'), but which is devoid of meaning in
such idiomatic expressions as bez tolku 'to no purpose' or dlio
srnesu 'to amuse people'. In this respect, cases 2 are similar to
so-called structural, or function, words. Take, for instance, Russian
prepositions and conjunctions: some of them never have meaning
such as ito 'tbat'; some of them always have meaning, such as esld

'if or po nopraoleniju Ic 'in the direction of; and some have
meaning in one type of context but not in another: aaljat'eio no
stole 'be scattered on the desk' [whete na 'on' contrasts with the
possible u 'in', pod 'under', or za 'behind' and therefore carries
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TOWARD A DEEINITION OF CASE 57

Meaning-Text theory as follows:
(i) A case 2 which conveys no meaning of its own encodes,

on the morphological level, a particular syntactic relation; therefore,
this case 2 does not appear in the syntactic structure of the
sentence. cf., €.9., the Deep-Morphological and Deep-syntactic
structures of the Russian sentence on ljuboualsja Mariej ,He was
admiring Mary':

(5) Deep-Morphological Structure

oNrs, r,o- LJUBOYAT'SJAp'"I, r,," MARIJATs,

Deep-Syntactic Structure

LJUBOVAT'SJAp,"I

instr

a

MARUAts

Neither the nominative of oN nor the instrumental of MARIJA

Thus a umeaningless, case 2 contributes to the meaning of
the sentence, but only indirectly-through its syntactic structure.

(ii) A case 2 which conveys a meaning must appear in the
syntactic structure. For instance, Russ. on prinls sasaru ,He
brought some sugar,:

O

9Nes



f.,

- r-:- a

i r :=--f iiL': l +-\

3 roJ, su?eul SqEuoleq ro SuI^lE Jo qra^ 
" 

/tq peure^oE dN tcelqo

lrerlpq aql q a^lt"P eql qlllrr Eqleulalle e^lsseP€ eq.L

:euJns IIIA saldlll"xe

o,r; '(Og-gga:egeOt {n?,leh[ ees) uiel8zel a? saEenEuel qcns ul

punoJ dgsee ere Z se6?c *1npu1ueeu, Jo saldruexe 1ecldf19lo'd,,
('1u1od s1q1

l" lu"AeleJrl erts qrlqrt 6suoseer 
I"JaAes JoJ-ecuelues ? Jo ernlcnJp

c11ce1uIe aq1 q reedde op ra11"I eql :sdo1s seuaxel .d1due,
pue Z sesut 

"ssalEqueaur, 
uae,rqaq I8oleue eql ela1fl 'I1uo

eruelues al{l Jo ernltnrp leclEoloqdrour-deep aqt q sleedde puts

ernpruls e.rlcelufs eql otq palllurP" lou q 11 lpa1ce1es are (sp'lo'tl

uollcunJ -) seuaxel ..f1drre, sB fllcexe 'I1uo lxeluoc c11ce1u,,G

eqt ,(q Pelrelas sl u esBJ *ssa1Eu1ueau, Y 'eruefuas eIIl Jo arnlcnrl8

a11ce1uds eql q s.rsedde 1l lpe1ce1es are setuexel ,.lln;. den' aq1

e{!l qrnru d.rea '(1xa1uoc ,.I1c€fuzts pue) Equearu 811 of Eulprocce

(uo11e1uesardercIlusllres e IIrorJ qsaqlu{s 1xel .lepun) pepales

E Z esBc .1npu1ueetu, Y :sturel luereglP f11qE11s u1 11 1nd o;
'$lr"ru 1l uoll"ler c11ce1uds eq1 qEno.lql :f11caqpu1 'puoces pue

'(1xa1uoc elepdordde ue q) Jo lunoru" ellulJePq u3' + (e..t111)1red

''E'a 'JeuuBuI pre,nro;1qEler1s e q 'lsru :sfem o,f,l ul acualuas

eql Jo Squeeu eql ol selnqFtuo, Z esex ,.ppu1ueau, ts snqJ
'Eu1ryeur asBc eql tro 'ecualuas el{t Jo (Eulueaur :) gutag

("qr Jo uolpod tulpuodsel.ror) aql req+le aurrureleP 'Q1eco'uun
tou Baop (ffSgNIUa Jo lu"lr? PUZ eqt :) UYXYS Jo elor

c.rlcelufs-deap eql !.autos, sesserdxa UVXVS Jo e^l?.Itrsd eq1 ara11

*''"uvxYs"No

*u o'uYxvs

t*tJsgtttud

arnlrnr?S c11ce1udg-daaq

'**'t*dlJSgNlud

ernlcnrls lucpoloqdro;41-daaq

)IOQ.Iflh[ 'v UoDI

tuou tBe*O

cJ_

'fl221 Q)

ErB, 
= .alull(s)

89

a



€ JOJ, Sueeul

l)erlpul eql

o^rJ '(Og-ggZ,"t86t
punoJ [11sea ar Z saB

13 IU"AEIAIII AI? qT{

c11ce1uds aq+ m rE;

pu" Z sas?) -ssnf,u
erualue8 eql Jo aftrI,
alnlJnlls ctlcelu-rs aq

uoll)unJ -) satua\al
eql ,tq Pal)elas q Z e

c11ce1u.,ts aq1 q s.wc

a{[ q)ntu .tra.r '1:-le

(uolleluasarda: )ttu?l
sr Z ase) .lnpmueam-

's{J"IrI }I Uallsl;

'(1xa1uoc alepdo:dde
t'E'a'rauuetu PJ".tel:
eql Jo tutuearu aqr o

'Eutl:eu a

(rqf Jo uotl.tod iw
tou soop (IJS3ftrU,
c11re1ufs-daep eql :.,

u€d ._iTt

a

u'd','uYx\-s

iu
ui

"'lunoueEXl"X. +

(o)

:(ecueluas 
" Jo ernlcn'lP-1uz(59

'[,q]*rP s,Eop aq1 Pesner qy (esodrnd uo 1ou

1nq ',noqeuroS, :l ,pe1p Eop aql '11Y Jo esneceg'

lgv-Itv
ou-eb 6-W fonry-?lV 'q

'sA

'[,PalP

Eop -aq1 
.'1y - rq - pffi 

?;, J,,, ;,ifo. :;lr 
r,"$r 

ll* - -ou- 
ob il -!tt tP-tlv 'e '82e1 (e)

:.J'
.,1uetuaqoau1 ,fie1un1ol pu" lJar-IP lnoqtlrn, su€olu dN lueuelduroc
e,r11uaEe eql q antleEre aql qlllrr Eq1eu.le11e a^ll"lq" eqJ -

" 
JoJ atu ol 11 erre8,

ouo-Ana

'Letult

-] .{ooq eql eul }ual 11V'

sg(Iv-I
l-qoU oo-z rP-qV 'q

'sA

'[,pessed {ooq-oql
aru-ol '[Y-fq-Pesn"C, '1fl ,{ooQ oql eru arrtE gy'

Uoy-ssed WON-{ooq ;tr -I CUS-11V
ouo- finn I -qon zD-z tq-ttv 'e 'fl2e1 (7)

:3a (,tresn tuFalq ug s3, = .otull

69 OSVC JO NOIJINId0C Y CUV/IAOI

:



se\'lgns a6?J Jo dluo /rlou{
arrr"u'su?eur leclEoloqdrour

aqt NIHILT\ passardxa
itput' 'sA c4eyqufig .g

\f

ro- aql Jo sunou eql ul Pu?
)o[ aq] 'ueruatu,ry u1-

('ot
IrrzlnSurs qloq selouap urroJ
'tzqt aloN)'lecrleruure.rEun

"ltly - ro (4gns aarssassod
I qtoq Jo xlgns e.l,rssassod

t lu1 \'ISns aql q eu- '(e1try
|qt sl tslrq areqa .,sEo1/Eo1

nld aql ul unou eql Jo
rrircr aql 'qsluurg u1-

6 '.uaur, slenop? [a1]) prnld
. giD! ',rnoq, peol) rc1nEu1s
u?.\aleJ q ll :1er1led eJoru

alnlnf,s?Iu euos q1t,n dluo
{ued aq1 'uerssng u1-

'd ;o saldurexe I"JeAeS .lou
se[nlaulos :d1uo stuErpered

Io lasqns 
" 

roJ suorlcunJ
urruat aql ul fluo sl$xa
tou op pAutr/1iutr .uerafior

:sseua.\11)aJaP I"rrrJoJ rtlalnd
aqt qtl,r) urElpe.red aloqr\

ser"Jqrrra Z o*o alalduroc
uod 's^ ayaputog '?,

'd e -ssardxa 
6'a.I 6tutueatu

Ps aqt Eug11g1ry ellq.m ,Z

sc"Jdo sy ',,t11ce4p Eurueeu
SS ruapuadap prlualod s1r

o-rnou erll Jo e1o.r-1udgg

F OUI-,\\OJ

luapuadep aql qr"ur Z esBc c11re1uIs flernd e 63 pue g suorlcas
q pelqs sV .(096t/6y61) z.c1tio1f^rny "f dq pepnp po. prqq1q.p"
*tL '7, ses?C <pqnfipv> e?enuoC .sL <lDc4ouutoJC> tco4sqv se
u,troml oqe 6uollcullslp 

ErIJ .Z sas?C c?luollzlas .sn. ct1co1ufrg .1-'

:eu"ld lueluoc

'aue1d uorsserdxe aql of rnoJ pu" eueld lualuoc eq+ or Euoleq srserruor eseql Jo o^rJ ('selllilqipourorur I"roAeB eJe eJeql errns .la11erus q sesEBIJ qrns Jo raqunu Fnlr" aq;) 'Z sasec Jo sess"l, elqlssod ,(leerleloeq+ W = ,Z Eultereues snqi
'1ces're1u-r {eq1 pue f.reurq are i(aq; 'z ses,J I"ururou ezrre+r"r"qc
ol 'slserluoc Jeql"J Jo 6serlrado.rd 

luelelal 1gS Jo lrrourl I
'Z saseC go dtuouoxe;

'6

qrlqru euauroueqd
u Eugpnord ,asod.rn

&err Eurqlauros lo)
Z sase, uer.Enu Jo ro,r^"qeq eql ezlJalffiJ"qc II!A' e,r .rep.ro puores
Jo leporu zcrprnEml e u1 (er1g nof g ,.ro ,lapour rno Jo uorldrlcsep
3 _ul 'moN .(.sseqqEurueeru, 

Z esB, Jo uor1e1a.rd.re1ug- ,ni o1 Eurprocre) npgEqueoru, aq of plaq er" l"ql asor{t roJ .,{arusn1cxe
lnq Z sesBc IIts roJ |ou ,ro,ll puts ,(O) sB qrn, *1n. ,rl.u"ues
fluo 7 sesB, roJ al?q IIItr ert u€rssng Jo lapotu edd+ 1xeJ_Eurueeyq 3 uI 'sernleal usruosqo{"f Jo olpunq ts pue Ieq"l es?, e aurleler.roc
solnr ou op e,rr 6uepsng 

Jo lopour rcrpinauu
ts ul .lepou rcrprnEug e Jo uo11d1.rcsep eqi
Jo lJ" e4ldr.rcsep_VJgl [ .eas utsc 1 * ."g 6? 

(atrts

,teqt e ;o ped 1ou 6.0.r .sluourefep aallOlrrsep
lou arts sernl"al os?c usruosqo{?f 13ql {uH+ I lnq e^rl"rurlgs
$.ro,rtsu? dyg e.r+a 

(u1euo11ce.rrpr_ell?"snrr" 
eql pu" ellt"p o{t (.pegr1uenb, 

otr? leuorlrsode.rd e{t pu" enrlrueE uqssnu a{t
1eq1 (a.raqn uaql (os 

JI ,pue eJarlhrowos elts1s o,rr plnoqs ;asodo.rd
I qrFl,rr arnlcrd eq+ olur +IJ sernlpal asec (1261 /SSAD 

'irgro"qo1.1
snorueJ arlt op areqn :sesrJ" uorpanb ,norrrqo 

- 
u, aJaII

u"Fsnu orrr sr c ,.E.e;?iJT:H, :1il"r'JT',,H"*: 
""ur"',ll ."#ltT':

ynQ,TgI^t 'Y UODI00



.. c is the Russian

do the famous
re picture which I
. then where, that

-q uantified' , the
3 \{y answer is

features are not
L.ticr model: they
nents. i.e., part of
;her words, in a
I semantic rules
rien features. In a
e for cases 2 only
ail cases 2 but

f,ul- (according to
'1. Now, in a
tguistic, model of
f Russian cases 2
r :omething very
)ose. providing a
henomena which

ter contrasts, to
.d they intersect,
LSSc of cases 2.
si-nce there are

-. beiong to the

tion. also known
J> Ca.ses 2, was
O). -{s stated in
; the dependent

TOWARD A DEFINITION OF' CASE 6I
ssynt-role of the noun-or, more precisely, it specifies the set of
its potential dependent ssynt-roles, but it does not express any
meaning directly. As opposed to a syntactic case 2, a semantic case
2) while fulfilling the same functions, in addition conyeys a
meaning, i.e., expresser a part of the SemR of the sentence.

2. Cornplete vs. Partial Cases 2 (Zaliznjak t9Z3:84-86). A
complete case 2 embraces all nouns of a language throughout the
whole paradigm (with the exception of the non-systematic and
purely formal defectiveness: e.g., the Russ. genitive plurals *meEt,
*agmen, *mgl/*mgol do not occur, while .iiec ,[some] cabbage soup,
exists only in the genitive plural). A partial ca.se 2) however,
functions for a subset of the nouns or for a subset of the
paradigms only: sometimes for purely semantic reasons, sometimes
not. Several examples of partial cases 2 follow:

-In Russian, the partitive is possible only in the singular and
only with some masculine mass nouns. The adnumerative is even
more partial: it is relevant only for a couple of nouns in the
singular (iosd 'hour', iogd,'step') and for some dozen nouns in the
plural (1101 ieloueft 'men', grornrn, uolt, ,..); cf. Mel,iuk lgg4:425.

-In Finnish, the comitative is limited to the possessive form
of the noun in the plural: €.g., hirsi-ne-nsa ,with his/their
log/logs', where hirsi is the plural stem (the singurar stem being
hirte), -ne is the suffix of the comitative, and -nso, the Brd pemon
possessive suffix of both numbersl forms *hirsi-ne (without the
possessive suffix) or *hirte-ne-nso (with the singular stem) are
ungrammatical. (Note that, being formally plural, the comitative
form denotes both singularity and plurality of the entities referred
to.)

-In Armenian, the locative does not occur in human nouns
and in the nouns of the -an-declension (type tun ,house, etc.).

Expression plane:

3. Synthetic vs. Analytieol Casee Z. A synthetic case Z ig
expressed WITHIN the corresponding wordform, i.e., by a
morphological means, namely: mostly by an atrix (practically, I
know only of case sufrixes) or-rather rarely-by an apophony

-I
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	Mel'čuk.1986.Case.Pages 36-45
	Mel'cuk.1986.Case.Pages 36-45
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	Mel'čuk_1986.Case.39
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	Mel'čuk_1986.Case.51
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	Mel'čuk_1986.65
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